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MINSTER’S LETTER 

Dear	Friends,	

As	the	autumn	leaves	start	to	fall	and	the	evening	dusk	comes	earlier	and	earlier,	
we	know	that	we	are	standing	at	the	gateway	of	the	dark	half	of	the	year	for	us	in	
the	Northern	hemisphere.	This	November	will	also	be	marked	by	the	centenary	
celebraPons	for	the	end	of	World	War	I,	where	we	reflect	on	the	costliness	of	war.		
In	marking	that	anniversary,	we	also	need	to	look	at	the	difficult	challenge	of	
finding	ways	in	which	countries	can	live	at	peace	with	each	other.	That	challenge	is	
parPcularly	focused	for	us	this	year	in	the	ongoing	Brexit	negoPaPons,	which	now	
are	coming	to	a	head.	

It	may	seem	a	gloomy	Pme	to	look	forward	to.		In	various	ways	we	can	embrace	
the	darkness,	knowing	that	it	is	in	the	darkness	that	the	new	life	of	spring	will	be	
gestaPng;	but	also,	through	the	various	fesPvals	that	are	celebrated	in	the	next	two	
months	such	as	All	Saints	Day	and	our	Advent	preparaPons	we	can	conPnue	to	
point	to	God’s	unexPnguished	light.	

Within	our	society	at	large,	as	well	as	within	each	of	us	as	individuals,	we	know	
that	there	are	the	“dark	places”	of	sorrow,	failure	and	deliberate	selfishness	and	ill-
will.	Failing	to	recognise	them	and	pretending	they	are	not	there,	only	gives	such	
forces	greater	power	and	influence.		If	we	can	name	and	recognise	those	dark	
parts	of	ourselves	and	our	society,	through	the	light	of	Christ,	the	work	of	
redempPon	can	begin	

Through	the	regular	ritual	of	lighPng	a	candle	in	worship	or	the	Advent	Candle	
ceremony	we	collecPvely	protest	against	the	darkness	of	the	world.	That	protest	is	
also	there	through	other	religions’	fesPvals	of	light	and	maybe	even	in	our	own	
city’s	“turning	on”	of	the	Christmas	lights!		As	ChrisPans,	we	seek	to	bring	our	
human	darkness	into	the	light	of	God’s	love.	
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As	our	seasonal	darkness	starts	to	surround	us	more	and	more,	how	might	you	ensure	
that	the	light	of	Christ	in	your	life	and	our	church	conPnues	to	shine	?	What	light	can	
you	“turn	on”	as	we	enter	the	dark	half	of	the	year	?	

Love	and	Peace,	
Robert	

WORSHIP IN NOVEMBER 

4th	November	 10.30.am	 Revd	Robert	Creamer	 	
11th	November	 10.30	am	 Dr	Stanley	Pearson	 Remembrance		 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Sunday	
18th	November	 10.30	am	 Revd	Phil	Chilvers		
	 	 		6.30	pm	 Chapel	Allerton	 	 United	Service	 	
25th	November	 10.30	am	 Revd	Robert	Creamer	 Holy	Communion		 		

O give thanks to the Lord for he is good; his steadfast love 
endures forever (Ps 107.1)

THE	POPPY	

Nature	created	a	flower	
With	petals	of	brilliant	red	
Who’d	have	thought	such	a	beauPful	flower	
Would	be	used	to	remember	the	dead.	

For	when	all	the	guns	have	stopped	firing	
And	there’s	only	the	mud	and	the	rain,	
God	sends	down	His	lible	red	flowers	
To	cover	the	Lads	who	remain.	

So	remember	every	November	
When	we	hold	our	Remembrance	Day	
Of	the	Lads	who	lie	‘neath	the	Poppies	
And	the	price	they	had	to	pay.	

With	thanks	to	Gipton	Methodist	Church
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PRAYER	FOR	CHANGE	

The	prayer	for	change	is	printed	also	in	the	magazines	of	our	ecumenical	partners,	St	
Andrew’s	and	St	Edmund’s	Churches.	This	is	a	reflecDon	from	St	Edmund’s.	

ANGELS	

Sam	and	some	of	the	girls	agreed	to	meet	at	the	bus	staPon.	We	were	going	out	to	
celebrate	finishing	school.		

I	felt	so	relieved	now	the	exams	were	over	and	was	looking	forward	to	going	out	
with	my	friends.		I	got	dressed	-	thought	I	looked	cool!	“Enjoy	yourself	and	don’t	be	
too	late!”	shouted	Mam	and	Dad	as	I	ran	for	the	bus.	

Sam	and	the	girls	were	waiPng	for	me	and	off	we	went	to	town.		We	were	all	so	
happy	and	looking	forward	to	the	future.		Some	of	us	were	going	to	university,	
college	or	apprenPceships.	

We	all	had	a	bit	too	much	to	drink	and	I	wasn’t	used	to	it.		I	staggered	to	the	toilet	as	
I	felt	unwell.	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		 	 	 	 	

	 	 	

They	suddenly	appeared	-	two	women	one	old	and	one	young.		“Don’t	be	
frightened”	they	said.			“We	are	Street	Angels	from	the	local	Church.		Can	we	help	
you?”			They	knew	I	was	lost	and	distressed.	

They	were	so	kind	and	took	me	to	a	Church	for	a	warm	drink.	I	began	to	calm	down	
and	they	gave	me	a	phone	so	that	I	could	call	my	parents.	

I	was	so	grateful	for	their	help	all	those	years	ago.		I	am	now	a	Doctor	and	in	my	
spare	Pme	volunteer	as	a	Street	Angel.	I	oien	think	of	that	night	the	Angels	gave	me	
help.	

May	God’s	Holy	Angels	watch	over	you	and	befriend	you	too.

The next thing I knew, I was signg outside on the pavement by myself in the dark. I 
could not see any of my friends and my bag was missing. I sPll felt really unwell – 
drunk I supposed! Lots of people were walking along the street shouPng and singing. 
I was lost in all sorts of ways, frightened, ill and feeling vulnerable. No bag, no phone 
what was I to do?
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Revd	George	Lovell	BD,	PhD,	DD	
7th	July	1929	-	7th	October	2018	

It	was	with	great	sadness	that	our	congregaPon	learned	of	the	death	of	
George.	George	has	worshipped	with	us	at	Lidgeb	Park	since	his	
rePrement	from	full-Pme	Methodist	ministry	in	2002.	He	has	been	a	
source	of	support	and	advice	to	many	of	us	at	Lidgeb	and	within	the	
wider	circuit	and	will	be	sorely	missed.	

George	was	a	man	of	humble	origins.	He	started	working	life	as	an	
engineer	in	the	aircrai	industry,	including	NaPonal	Service	with	REME.	
He	trained	for	the	ministry	at	Richmond	College	and	graduated	with	the	
degree	of	Bachelor	of	Divinity	in	1958.	He	then	went	into	circuit	
ministry	serving	in	the	Llanelli	and	Carmarthen,	Sydenham	and	Forest	
Hill,	and	Croydon	circuits.	It	was	in	the	last	of	these	that	he	became	
involved	in	the	Parchmore	Project,	which	aimed	to	explore	the	
implicaPons	of	churches	becoming	involved	in	community	
development.	Parchmore	is	situated	in	the	poor	mulPcultural	area	of	
Thornton	Heath	in	South	London.	His	experiences	at	Parchmore	formed	
the	basis	for	his	PhD	thesis,	this	being	awarded	in	1973.	

With	Catherine	Widdicombe,	a	lay	member	of	the	Roman	Catholic	
community,	he	went	on	to	form	AVEC	in	1975,	a	consultancy	to	train	
and	assist	church	workers,	both	lay	and	ordained,	to	work	with	people	
in	the	various	tasks	and	situaPons	that	they	faced	rather	than	seeking	
to	impose	soluPons	from	on	high.	During	the	1990s	he	moved	into	
educaPon	with	appointments	at	Westminster	College,	Oxford	and	Cliff	
College,	Sheffield.	Three	major	books	and	many	arPcles	with	both	a	
theological	and	pracPcal	emphasis	resulted	from	this	Pme,	although	
George	always	regarded	preaching	as	being	at	the	heart	of	his	vocaPon.	
Following	his	Pme	in	South	London	his	work	has	always	been	
ecumenical	and	he	felt	increasingly	that	his	ministry	should	explore	
inter-faith	issues.	In	2006	he	was	awarded	the	degree	of	Doctor	of	
Divinity	by	the	Archbishop	of	Canterbury	in	recogniPon	of	his	extensive	
ecumenical	and	community	work.	

Throughout	his	working	life,	George	was	supported	by	his	wife	Molly	
and	her	death	was	a	great	loss	to	him.	For	a	Pme,	he	managed	in	their	
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family	home	but	following	a	fall	complicated	by	a	fractured	hip,	George	
moved	into	sheltered	accommodaPon	where	he	conPnued	with	his	
demanding	regime	of	academic	work,	despite	failing	health,	right	up	
unPl	a	few	weeks	before	his	death	from	a	heart	aback.	George	will	
conPnue	to	occupy	a	place	in	all	our	hearts.		
Editor.	

LEST WE FORGET 

2018 ….. 100 years since the Armistice signalled the end of World 
War One. The loss of life was tremendous, and folk were moved 
to commemorate the fallen in that horrendous conflict. 

In every British village, town and city are war memorials and 
cenotaphs, many in busy places where we trust the noise will 
cease on November 11th.; others in quiet surrounds where one 
can pause and reflect. 

In 1950, a motorbike journey through Northern France, passed 
numerous military graveyards with their countless rows of 
standing white stones, remains unforgettable. Years later, a visit to 
the Menin Gate, Ypres, with its seemingly endless columns of 
names, still disturbs. 

Sadly, other wars have led to added names on our memorials, and 
since 1918 many have asked the question “Why?”. 

Whatever the answer, we will remember them. 

With thanks to Don Cole (Cookridge Methodist Church) 
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PROJECT NEWS. NOVEMBER 2018. 

Firstly, a big “thank you“ to everybody who donated to the Project 
at the Harvest Lunch. You are probably already aware that a total 
of £428 was raised to add to last year’s amount. The lunch 
seemed to be enjoyed by all and even the committee managed to 
sit down to eat! 

Our next fund-raiser is an extended Coffee Morning on Saturday 
November 3rd in the form of a bonfire food themed brunch. 
Please stay a little longer than usual and enjoy sausages, baked 
potatoes and a variety of fillings plus other seasonal goodies. The 
brunch will be served between 11 and 1 and will take place 
alongside the usual coffee and cakes.  

Elsewhere in the magazine is an advert for the Wendel Singers 
concert with the Y.E.P. Brass Ensemble on Tuesday 18th 
December – always a wonderful addition to the Christmas 
season. We look forward to seeing you there. 

As soon as the costing for the entrance is known, we will know 
how much is still to be raised for that and will keep you informed. 
Till then, many thanks for your continuing support. 

Our provisional calendar for 2019 is as follows. We have tried to 
offer what is always popular – food and music – though not 
together! 

Sunday January 13th:  stay after the morning service and join us 
for a communal lunch with a hearty main course and warming 
pudding. 

Saturday March 24th: Early Bird Evening Meal : served from 
4.30pm , booking in advance will be necessary. Choose from a 
selection of delicious meals including moussaka, lasagna, coq au 
vin and good old English food.   

Spring Concert: we are still developing ideas for this – keep a 
look out in future Links! 
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July: our well -established Summer Swing Dance with Rebecca’s 
Little Big Band and the Swing Dance Duo at the Queen’s Hall. 
Date to be arranged.  

          
         

        
          

          
          

       
       

        
             

             
       

           
  

Further details of all the events will be published in the weekly 
bulletins and The Link. We are always pleased to hear of any ideas 
you may have for fund-raising, just have a word with one of us. 

Thank you for your continuing support. 

Margaret Farrar. 

On behalf of the Project Group:  Betty Ashton, Kathy Benson, Pat 
Brooke, Heather Crosby, Jenny Dalton, Jan Sanders. 

THOUGHTS	TO	PONDER	
It	is	possible	to	climb	Life's	mountain	from	any	side,	but	when	the	
top	is	reached	the	pathways	come	together.	However,	as	long	as	
religions	remain	in	the	foothills	of	theology,	ritual	and	Church	
organisaPon,	they	will	oien	be	far	apart.	Huston	Smith	

At	the	bobom	of	great	doubt	lies	great	awakening.	Small	doubt,	
small	awakening.	No	doubt,	no	awakening.	A	Zen	Master	

Winter Warmers Recipe Book: we hope that many of you will 
have seen the notice in the weekly bulletins and that recipes are 
now pouring in! Following on from the success of our recipe book 
in 2014, we are hoping to replicate this with a book of recipes for 
winter food – soups, main courses and puddings. ( If we receive so 
many soup and main course recipes to fill a book, we may retain 
the puddings for another time!) We would love you to give us your 
favourite recipes for inclusion in this; any brief notes on why you 
have chosen this, memories it invokes all add personal touches to 
the book. We do need time to print and collate all these and are 
hoping to be able to start that in mid-October, so would be grateful 
to receive contributions by then. We can then offer the books for 
sale in time for Christmas. A present with a difference – and for 
good causes.
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BOOK	REVIEWS	

"Eleanor	Oliphant	is	Completely	Fine"	by	Gail	Honeyman 
 
Here	comes	a	debut	novel,	which	has	sold	world-wide,	by	an	author	in	her	40's	
discovered	through	a	wriPng	compePPon.	Gail	was	awarded	the	Scogsh	Book	Trust's	
Next	Chapter	Award	and	shortlisted	for	the	Bridgepost	Prize.	Reese	Witherspoon	has	
bought	the	rights	to	make	a	film	of	the	novel.  
 
This	is	a	novel	about	deep	sadness	and	loneliness	and	the	impact	of	kindness	on	a	life.		
It	is	also	full	of	humour	and	I	found	myself	smiling	amidst	the	heartbreak. 
 
Eleanor	works	all	week,	goes	home	on	a	Friday,	heats	up	a	Tesco	pizza,	drinks	two	
bobles	of	vodka	and	speaks	to	nobody	unPl	Monday	morning	comes	around	again.	She	
is	a	competent	worker	but	finds	social	intercourse	with	her	colleagues	impossible.	

Totally	isolated,	how	do	you	learn	what	is	socially	acceptable	behaviour,	suitable	ounits	
to	wear,	how	to	converse?  
 
There	are	many	reasons	for	Eleanor's	situaPon.		These	are	gradually	unpicked	as	the	
story	unfolds. 
 
Then	Eleanor	meets	kindness	for	the	first	Pme	in	her	life.		She	is	persuaded	reluctantly	
to	help	an	old	man	who	has	fallen	over	and	a	new	world	opens	up.	Not	only	has	she	
received	kindness	but	she	learns	how	to	give	it. 
 
This	novel	really	inspired	me	and	I	was	glad	that,	although	not	an	easy	book	to	read,	
through	kindness	there	was	a	happy	ending.	I	look	forward	to	seeing	the	film	and	any	
future	novels	Gail	might	write.  
 
Barbara	Holmes	

MUNICH:	a	novel	by	ROBERT	HARRIS	

Some	conversaPons	are	easy	to	remember	decades	later,	and	one	that	took	place	on	
the	ferry	back	to	the	Isle	of	Wight	from	a	Portsmouth	home	game	in	1954	certainly	
sPcks	in	my	memory.		On	that	occasion,	for	no	obvious	reason,	instead	of	football,	the	
subject	was	the	Munich	Agreement	of	1938.	Aside	from	my	father,	who	as	a	skilled	
man,	and	against	his	wishes,	had	been	denied	the	opportunity	to	do	military	service,	all	
the	men	who	joined	in	this	discussion	were	veterans	of	World	War	Two.	Had	they	worn	
all	their	medals,	the	weight	of	them	might	well	have	caused	them	to	topple	over.	To	a	
man,	though,	they	agreed	that	Neville	Chamberlain	did	the	right	thing	in	negoPaPng	the	
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Munich	Agreement	of	September	1938.	Their	reason	was	that	nobody	wanted	to	fight	
at	that	Pme:	so,	what	else	was	the	BriPsh	Prime	Minister,	Neville	Chamberlain	to	do	
but	conPnue	to	appease	Nazi	Germany?			

This	conversaPon	was	in	my	mind	when,	to	my	delight,	as	a	present	for	Christmas	
2017,	I	received	a	copy	of	a	novel	by	Robert	Harris	called	Munich,	which	as	its	name	
suggests,	was	about	the	crisis	of	1938.	This	was	Harris's	thirteenth	novel,	and	having	
read	most	of	them,	I	wondered	what	he	would	make	of	a	subject	that	I	knew	very	
well,	having	had	to	lecture	about	it	as	a	University	Professor	on	a	course	called	BriPsh	
PoliPcs	since	1914,	and	having	wriben	about	it	in	a	book	called	The	PoliDcs	of	Crisis,	
which	was	an	interpretaPon	of	BriPsh	poliPcs	between	1931	and	1945.	Robert	Harris	
certainly	interests	me	because	he	was	the	poliPcal	correspondent	of	The	Observer	
unPl	1992,	giving	up	that	role	because	he	had	come	to	believe	that	the	ConservaPve	
victory	in	the	General	ElecPon	of	that	year	meant	that	the	Tories	would	always	win	
such	ElecPons,	so	what	was	the	point?	Unlike	Harris,	I	had	predicted	the	outcome	of	
the	1992	General	ElecPon,	even	the	size	of	the	Tory	majority,	but	I	thought,	correctly,	
that	it	was	an	ElecPon	that	the	ConservaPves	needed	to	lose	because	if	they	did	not	
they	would	be	in	office	to	take	the	blame	when	Britain	was	forced	out	of	the	
European	Exchange	Rate	Mechanism,	and	that	this	would	wreck	their	reputaPon	for	
the	successful	management	of	the	economy	which	they	had	painfully	acquired	since	
1979,	and	sentence	them	to	OpposiPon,	probably	for	a	long	Pme.	Even	now,	the	
ConservaPves	have	never	fully	recovered	from	the	E.R.M.	debacle.																								
		
So,	I	am	a	much	beber	poliPcal	analyst	than	Robert	Harris,	but,	sadly	for	me,	he	is	a	
vastly	beber	novelist,	and	once	more	his	giis	in	that	role	are	evident	in	this	latest	
novel,	Munich.	In	a	preface,	Harris	records	that	Adolf	Hitler	said	in	February	1945	that	
'We	ought	to	have	gone	to	war	in	1938	…	September	1938	would	have	been	the	most	
favourable	date	.'	To	try	and	stop	him	doing	so,	Chamberlain	had	flown	no	less	than	
three	Pmes	to	meet	Hitler	in	Germany	at	a	Pme	when	air	travel	was	in	its	infancy.			
What	was	in	dispute	was	the	future	of	those	parts	of	Czechoslovakia	called	the	
Sudetenland	which	had	a	German	majority.		In	defiance	of	the	Versailles	Peace	Treaty	
of	1919,	in	1936	Hitler	had	marched	German	troops	into	the	Rhineland,	which	was	
supposed	to	remain	demilitarized,	and	earlier	in	1938	he	had	annexed	Austria,	where,	
to	put	it	mildly,	the	German	speaking	local	populaPon	had	welcomed	the	invasion.		

There	was	cause	to	think	that	the	majority	of	Germans	in	the	Sudetenland	would	
welcome	becoming	part	of	Nazi	Germany	too.	What	about,	though,	the	territorial	
integrity	of	Czechoslovakia?	Chamberlain	was	not	prepared	to	go	to	war	to	respect	
this,	and	eventually	Britain,	France,	Italy,	and	Germany	signed	the	Munich	Agreement	
on	30	September	1938,	the	drai	having	been	devised	by	Benito	Mussolini.	Hitler	
regarded	the	Munich	Agreement	as	a	defeat	inflicted	on	him	by	Chamberlain,	whom	
he	called	'that	senile	old	rascal.'	Harris's	novel	tells	the	story	of	the	Munich	
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Conference	as	if	from	the	inside	with	the	two	main	characters	besides	the	poliPcal	
leaders	being	imaginary.	One	was	called	Hugh	Legat,	who	was	supposed	to	be	one	of	
Chamberlain's	private	secretaries,	and	the	other	was	called	Paul	Hartmann,	a	German	
diplomat	and	a	member	of	the	anP-Hitler	resistance.	These	two	were	great	friends	at	
Oxford	before	Hitler	came	to	power.	They	had	not	seen	each	other	for	six	years,	but	
they	meet	up	at	the	Conference.	As	with	his	novel	about	the	Dreyfus	Affair,	though	
you	know	how	it	all	ends	up,	Harris	sPll	manages	to	stoke	up	the	tension.	I	have	no	
idea	how	he	brings	this	off,	but	he	does.	The	novel	is	excellent.	

The	historian	F.W.Maitland	once	wrote	–	as	Robert	Harris	reminds	us	-	that	'we	should	
always	be	aware	that	what	now	lies	in	the	past	once	lay	in	the	future,'	and	if	
Chamberlain	sought	peace	at	any	price	to	avoid	another	Great	War	few	would	dissent	
from	the	view	that	he	was	acPng	in	accord	with	what	most	of	the	country	wanted.	As	
for	his	contemporary	criPcs,	by	1938,	those	on	the	Labour	and	Liberal	OpposiPon	
benches	who	urged	reliance	on	the	League	of	NaPons	to	maintain	peace	merited	pity.		
As	late	as	1937,	the	Labour	party	voted	against	the	Service	EsPmates.	Defence	loans	
were	opposed	too	in	1937	and	1939.	Further,	in	1939,	Labour	opposed	conscripPon.		
This	was	'a	mistake,'	Clement	Ablee,	its	then	Leader,	later	had	the	grace	to	concede.		
In	the	comfort	of	retrospect,	in	relaPon	to	defence	and	foreign	policy	only	Winston	
Churchill	and	the	Right	of	the	ConservaPve	Party	had	clean	hands,	but,	of	course,	they	
did	not	have	the	responsibiliPes	of	office.			

Years	aierwards,	many	people	were	given	to	asking	why	Churchill's	warnings	were	
ignored.	The	answer	to	this	was	that	Churchill	was	a	widely	distrusted	poliPcian,	and	
this	was	not	surprising,	given	that	he	had	been	a	lamentable	Chancellor	of	the	
Exchequer	between	1924	and	1929,	and	he	had	played	the	fool	in	opposing	the	India	
Act	of	1935	and	in	backing	King	Edward	the	Eighth,	who	wished	to	marry	a	former	
hooker,	in	the	AbdicaPon	Crisis	of	1936.	So,	it	was	not	surprising	that	when	Churchill	
bravely	and	presciently	denounced	the	Munich	Agreement	in	the	House	of	Commons	
debate	that	followed	what	he	said	met	with	lible	approval.		Given	his	track	record,	
why	should	he	be	right	this	Pme?		It	was	not	surprising	that	Chamberlain	was	listened	
to:	he	had	been	a	very	successful	Chancellor	of	the	Exchequer	in	the	ConservaPve	
controlled	NaPonal	Government	that	had	been	formed	in	1931	in	response	to	the	
Great	Depression	of	1929-1933,	and	which	had	reduced	unemployment	by	two	thirds	
and	abained	rates	of	economic	growth	that	were	enviable	by	this	country's	historical	
standards.	Despite	its	gruesome	economic	inheritance,	and	oien	in	defiance	of	
popular	opinion,	the	NaPonal	Government	had	also	brought	about	a	rearmament	
programme.		

That	said,	though,	as	Harold	Macmillan	was	oien	to	say,	'events,	dear	boy,	events'	
decided	things.		In	March	1939,	Nazi	Germany	invaded	the	rest	of	Czechoslovakia.		
There	were	no	welcoming	crowds	this	Pme.		Then	came	the	BriPsh	Government's	



�11

guarantee	to	Poland,	which	could	not	be	effecPvely	honoured	without	a	military	alliance	
with	the	Soviet	Union.	Stalin	preferred	to	do	a	deal	with	Hitler.		Another	World	War	was	
certain,	and	eventually	Churchill	became	the	warPme	Prime	Minister,	and	Chamberlain	
died	in	disgrace.	Britain,	though,	could	not	finish	on	the	winning	side	in	what	was	bound	
to	be	a	total	war	without	the	Americans.		It	should	be	remembered	that	Chamberlain	
was	right	when	he	said	–	in	stark	contrast	with	Churchill's	beliefs	-	that	the	Americans	
would	not	come	into	a	Second	World	War	unless	directly	abacked,	and	it	needs	also	to	
be	recalled	that	when	it	came	to	the	European	theatre	of	war	it	was	Hitler	who	declared	
war	on	the	U.S.A.		Luckily,	Hitler	was	mad.				

So,	it	seems	to	me	that	it	is	well	worth	reading	the	Harris	novel	called	Munich.		I	am	glad	
that	it	wasn't	me	that	had	to	deal	with	the	crisis	Chamberlain	faced.		It	is	easy	to	
criPcize.	
																																																							
GEOFFREY	K	FRY	

MEMORIES OF RATIONING 
This is a quote from “The view from the Corner Shop” the diary 
of a Yorkshire Shop Assistant in Wartime, written by Kathleen 
Hey. 

Thursday, 4 September 1941. 
A lady came in to register for onions-and could she have them now 
please?  “No, indeed,” I said, “the Food Controllers don’t work that 
quickly.”  “When, then?” she demanded. “Christmas, perhaps,” I 
said vaguely, “or maybe the end of the war.” Exit lady very 
displeased.  Resolved (yet again) to stop nursing customers 
through these registerings. They must fill in their own coupons in 
future.  The space to write in is ridiculous, Lord Woolton.  Why 
must we be irritated by things that could just as well be easy? 
When I have written Elizabeth Littleton, Paradise Buildings, 
Heckmondwike Road, The Moor, Dewsbury on coupon SC4 and 
then have to find space for our rubber stamp, I am far from being 
amiable, and not in the mood to be confronted with seven ration 
books and “Will you fill up our coupons for onions now please, 
because mother wants to take the books to the butcher?” I 
calculate I have filled in 80 of the 96 coupons handed in! 

With thanks to Michael Bowers. Ed. 
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LIDGETT PARK METHODIST CHURCH 
LIDGETT PLACE, ROUNDHAY, LEEDS, LS8 1HG. 

Presenting a contrasting programme of 

Carols & Christmas Music 

WITH 

THE WENDEL SINGERS 

& 

THE Y.E.P. BRASS ENSEMBLE 

TUESDAY 18TH DECEMBER 2018 

AT 7.30 PM 

This year’s charity appeal is to support Lidgett Park Church in a refurbishment 
programme to open up the main entrance to the church and make it more 

welcoming. We are also raising money for Oasis Relief Zambia and Sreepur 
Village, Bangladesh. 

ADMISSION: ADULTS £8, CHILDREN UNDER 16 FREE 
Including coffee & mince pies 

Tickets on the door or from one of the project group. 
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LIDGETT PLACE ENTRANCE TO THE CHURCH

We are now making real progress on the scheme to open up the Lidgett 
Place entrance to the Church.  Church Council agreed to the scheme as 
it has developed at its meetings on 6 March 2018 and 5 June 2018. The 
scheme has been approved by the Circuit meeting.  Final approval has 
been obtained from the Listed Buildings Advisory Committee of the 
Methodist Church and all the conditions imposed in the provisional 
approval have been met.  Building regulations approval has been 
obtained from the local authority. The Architect has worked with the small 
project group appointed by Church Council and produced a set of tender 
documents and detailed working drawings and the scheme was sent out 
to four local builders to obtain tender prices  at the beginning of October. 
Tenders are due to be returned by 9 November 2018. Provided that we 
have enough money for the scheme our aim is for the work to start in 
early 2019 and finish before Easter.

As I explained in the June edition of the Link we will only know for certain 
the total costs of the scheme when we have received the tenders.  We 
hope that the overall costs of the scheme will be between £50,000 and 
£60,000. Open Welcome has been very successful in raising money for 
the Church Project and we are very grateful to Margaret Farrar and the 
fund raising project group for all their work. We hope that grants that we 
have already obtained or have applied for, legacy money and funding 
from the Church Project will be enough to allow building work to start 
even if we have to continue fundraising into the New Year.

Graham Saunders, on behalf of the project group.

WHAT’S THE SIZE OF GOD?  
A boy asked the father, “What’s the size of God?” Then the father looked 
up to the sky and seeing an airplane asked the son, “What’s the size of 
that airplane?” The boy answered, “It’s very small. I can barely see it.” 
The father then took him to the airport and as they approached an 
airplane he asked, “And now, what is the size of this one?” The boy 
answered, “Wow daddy, this is huge!” Then the father told him, “God, is 
like this, His size depends on the distance between you and Him. The 
closer you are to Him, the greater He will be in your life!” 
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Messiah	at	St	Aidan’s	Church	Roundhay	Road		
Every	year	the	Harrogate	Choral	Society	sings	Handel’s	Messiah	in	the	run	up	
to	Christmas	in	The	Royal	Hall	in	Harrogate.	This	year	they	are	also	singing	in	
St	Aidan’s	Church,	Roundhay	Road	in	Leeds	on	Friday	7	December	2018	
starPng	at	7.30	pm.	It	is	a	large	choir,	over	100	singers,	who	work	with	very	
good	soloists.	If	you	enjoy	choral	music	why	not	come	and	listen,	whether	you	
have	heard	Messiah	before	or	this	is	the	first	Pme.	St	Aiden’s	Church	is	worth	
a	visit	in	its	own	right,	a	must-see	building.	

Tickets	are	£10.	You	can	buy	them	online,	or	pay	at	the	door.	SeaPng	is	unreserved	so	
get	there	early!		
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QUIZ	-	LINKED	IN	

Each	answer	begins	with	the	same	3	leSers	that	ended	the	previous	answer.	

1. 1964	film,	first	in	the	trilogy	ending	with	The	Good,	The	Bad	and	The	Ugly	
2. Poisonous	chemical	element,	atomic	number	33	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	

4. Series	of	historical	real-Pme	strategy	video	games	first	released	in	1997	
5. In	physiology,	the	intake	of	oxygen	and	the	release	of	carbon	dioxide	
6. Small	 island	 in	the	Inner	Hebrides	of	the	Ross	of	Mull,	mainly	known	for	

its	abbey.	
7. Surname	of	Greek	shipping	magnate	1906	-	1975	
8. 1992	musical	comedy	starring	Whoopi	Goldberg	
9. Toy	launched	in	Britain	by	Palitoy	as	copy	of	the	US	toy	G.I.	Joe	
10. Canadian	province	bordered	by	Ontario	and	Saskatchewan	
11. Recent	American	president	
12. River	that	flows	from	Peru	and	empPes	into	the	AtlanPc.	

	 	 	

THE WISDOM OF GEORGE ELIOT

Character is not cut in marble – it is not something solid and unalterable. It is 
something living and changing, and may become diseased as our bodies do.
Middlemarch

It is a common sentence that knowledge is power; but who hath not duly 
considered or set forth the power of ignorance? Knowledge slowly builds up 
what ignorance in an hour pulls down. Daniel Deronda

Blessed is the person who, having nothing to say, abstains from giving us 
wordy evidence of the fact. Impressions of Theophrastus Such

And certainly, the mistakes that we men and women make when we have our 
own way might fairly raise some wonder that we are so fond of it. 
Middlemarch

It is never too late to be what you might have been.
We mortals, men and women, devour many a disappointment between 
breakfast and dinner-time; keep back the tears and look a little pale about the 

3. US actor whose movies include NaPonal Treasure and Captain Corelli’s
 Mandolin.

With thanks to Lynn Hudson
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lips, and in answer to inquiries say, “oh, nothing!” Pride helps, and pride is not 
a bad thing when it only urges us to hide our hurts – not to hurt others.
Middlemarch

And, of course, men know best about everything, except what women know 
better. Middlemarch

Only in the agony of parting do we look into the depths of love.

It is a narrow mind which cannot look at a subject from various points of view.
Middlemarch

It is surely better to pardon too much, than to condemn too much.

Animals are such agreeable friends – they ask no questions, they pass no 
criticisms. Mr Gilfil's Love Story

What destroys us most effectively is not a malign fate but our own capacity 
for self-deception and for degrading our own best self. Adam Bede

People are always better than their neighbours think they are. Middlemarch

Don't judge a book by its cover. The Mill on the Floss

With thanks to Gerry Leake. Ed

QUIZ	ANSWERS	
1. Fist	Full	of	Dollars	
2. Arsenic	
3. Nicholas	Cage	
4. Age	of	Empires	
5. RespiraPon	
6. Iona	
7. Onassis	
8. Sister	Act	
9. AcPon	Man	
10. Manitoba	
11. Obama	
12. Amazon
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HUMBLE OR SELF EXALTED

A friend recently spent some time in hospital for major surgery. John’s surgeon 
was highly rated. John had heard of the morning round when a surgeon goes 
round the patients accompanied by an entourage listening to the surgeon’s 
every word and ready to assist. The day after his operation he waited for the 
arrival of his surgeon.

Early in the morning the curtains around his bed parted and there stood the 
great man. He was alone and came to John’s side as a friend, smiling kindly, 
offering words of comfort and assurance. And then he was gone. A 
distinguished surgeon, yet humble, aware of the many advances in surgery as 
yet unknown.

I heard somewhere that a woman had asked a lady in waiting to the Queen 
what she should wear when meeting the Queen. The reply was that the Queen 
does not notice what people wear. She is interested in them and in meaningful 
conversation. Indeed, in a television programme the Queen said that she did 
not like wearing jewellery, adding unless she has to, what is called 
presentational on official duties. Her focus is on service to her people. 

And what of us? Are we confident in ourselves or do we need to hide behind 
status symbols as props? Perhaps we simply like to flaunt our wealth if we 
have it, and feel superior. We enter the world of designer clothes, expensive 
cars and lavish entertainment. 

But are we loved, and do we love? Have we entered a superficial world of fair-
weather friends, a rich trap where those who have lost their wealth are no 
longer welcome? The key is how we view wealth.

We enter this world with nothing and our earthly body we leave in a pocketless 
shroud. Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, Son of God, shows us the way. 
We read in Philippians, chapter 2, from verse 5:

‘Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:
Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,
but made himself nothing, 
taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a man,
he humbled himself and became obedient
to death – even death on a cross!

I asked a nurse if she would like more pay. ‘No’ she replied, ’I would like two 
more staff on my ward’. For her nursing was a vocation. She personally did not 
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need more pay. Her reward was the job satisfaction of helping others in their 
time of need.

            
             
              

             
         

There is the expression that there is as much pleasure in giving as receiving. 
In the offertory prayer we frequently hear the words, ‘time, talents and 
possessions.’ What is your offering?

Do you give a warm welcome to someone new in the congregation? I was 
given a warm welcome in Bishop Burton Methodist Church and became a 
Methodist there and later a Local Preacher. Go and sit beside him and he 
might come back had been the instruction. Do you know how to clean the 
church and delight in how it sparkles? It then appears loved to a visitor. Are 
you a gifted musician? Music can lift a congregation. Are you an able 
administrator? Like all organisations, the church must have efficient 
administration. Do you give generously when needed? Instead of appealing 
for funds to rewire the church or replace a window, perhaps you can fund 
much of it. Can you arrange flowers? If so you can bring the beauty of 
creation into the church. Do you feel called to preach? God will be with you. 

Have you said ‘Lord, I will ever, only be all for thee? This is a statement of 
your commitment. In our lives let us not be self-exalted, but walk humbly with 
our God, in the service of all people, as an under shepherd of Jesus, the 
Good Shepherd.

HYMNS:
83 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven
556 Just as I am without one plea
443 Come let us sing of a wonderful love
566 Take my life, and let it be
563 O Jesus, I have promised               

Tom Alexander

MORE	THOUGHTS	TO	PONDER	
Laughter	is	the	closest	distance	between	two	people.	Victor	Borge	

It's	the	company,	not	the	cooking,	that	makes	a	meal.	Kirby	Larson	

The	greater	the	ignorance,	the	greater	the	dogmaPsm.	Sir	William	Osler	

A disabled man was sitting playing an accordion in a pedestrian walk, with his 
little dog sitting beside him. From time to time a passer-by would throw a coin 
into the flat cap lying beside him. An elderly woman couldn’t spare a coin but 
stopped and talked to him and his face lit up, and there was a moment of 
fellowship. She could not give of her possessions but gave of her time.
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LIFE	TOGETHER	

I	am	grateful	to	the	Broadcast	(the	magazine	of	Oakwood	Church)	for	the	following.	I	
don’t	know	who	wrote	it	but	I	thought	it	was	a	useful	comment	on	what	our	church	
life	should	be	like.	I	hope	they	don’t	mind	us	using	it.	Editor.	

LESSONS	OF	THE	GOOSE.	

As	each	goose	flaps	its	wings,	it	creates	an	uplii	for	the	bird	behind	it.	By	flying	in	V-
formaPon,	the	whole	flock	adds	71%	more	flying	range	than	if	each	bird	flew	alone.	

Lesson:	People	who	share	a	common	direcPon	and	sense	of	community	can	get	where	
they	are	going	quicker	and	easier	when	they	are	travelling	on	the	thrust	of	one	
another.	

When	a	goose	gets	sick,	wounded,	or	shot	down,	two	geese	drop	out	of	formaPon	and	
follow	it	down.	They	stay	with	the	goose	to	help	and	protect	it	unPl	it	is	able	to	fly	
again	or	dies.	Then	they	launch	out	with	another	formaPon	to	catch	up	with	the	flock.	

Lesson:	If	we	have	as	much	sense	as	geese,	we	will	stand	by	each	other.	

Whenever	a	goose	falls	out	of	the	formaPon,	it	suddenly	feels	the	drag	and	resistance	
of	trying	to	fly	alone	and	quickly	gets	back	into	formaPon	to	take	advantage	of	the	
liiing	power	of	the	bird	in	front.	

Lesson:	If	we	have	as	much	sense	as	a	goose,	we	will	stay	in	formaPon	with	those	who	
are	headed	where	we	want	to	go.	

When	the	lead	goose	gets	Pred,	it	rotates	back	into	the	formaPon	and	another	goose	
flies	at	point	posiPon.	

Lesson:	It	pays	to	take	turns	doing	the	hard	tasks	and	sharing	leadership.	

The	geese	in	formaPon	honk	from	behind	to	encourage	those	up	front	to	keep	up	their	
speed.	

Lesson:	We	need	to	make	sure	our	honking	from	behind	is	encouraging	–	not	
something	that	is	less	than	helpful.	
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SHADWELL METHODIST CHURCH Cafe Morning 10.00 am - 
12.30 pm 

Dates and specialties as follows : 
20th November   Soups 
18th December   Xmas Treats 

There is also a wide range of delicious home-baked cakes and 
scones and a variety of styles of coffee.

   

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

				 	 	 	 	 			 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	

			 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 			 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	     
        

  
Lynne and Anne 

THORNER METHODIST CHURCH 

COFFEE MORNING 
In aid of Methodist Homes for the Aged and Action for Children (50/50) 

With bacon butties, cakes and produce stalls 

Saturday 17th November 10.00- 12.00 noon 

Thorner Methodist Church Social Centre 
Main Street Thorner (opposite the delicatessen) 

LS14 3BU. 

Admission £1 

LIDGETT PARK LADIES' GROUP

MeePng fortnightly on Thursday evenings at 7.45 pm in the 
Community Hall. Please come along and join us. The next meePngs
are:-
8th Nov. Chris and Ed Mitchell "Bags of Difference". It might be 
wise to bring along your purses as there might be something that you 
might like to buy, maybe Christmas presents?
22nd Nov. John Gilyead and Malcolm Atkinson (always interesPng
speakers) will be talking/showing us "Fountains Way". Please note 
this is an OPEN meePng - everybody welcome. Usual fee applies. 
A reminder that our annual Carol Service (also OPEN) will be 
held on Thursday 6th December.
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AutopointTroy HAREHILLS
Harehills Lane, Leeds LS8 5JT.

HALTON
Selby Road, Leeds LS15 0QL.

(0113) 264 5826
(0113) 260 8464

(0113) 240 4141

Claim £10  OFF your
next Troy service!
BRING THIS COUPON WITH YOU TO QUALIFY
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ALL MAKES
ALL MODELS
SERVICE

INCLUDING RE-TEST

TYRES

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:

www.troyautopoint.co.uk

£10£10£10 OOOFFFFFF
YOUR NEXT 
SERVICE!

On production of this voucher.
Offer valid until 31st December 2017.

SAVE £££££S

including Oil & Filter!

OR TELEPHONE 
FOR LATEST PRICES
OR TELEPHONE 
FOR LATEST PRICES

VISIT OUR ONLINE 
TYRE STORE

52
1965 to 20 17

A Family Business Since 1965
• SERVICE • KNOWLEDGE • INTEGRITY
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FLORENCE HAIR FASHIONS
A	Wella	Premier	Salon	
·	Open	Monday	to	Saturday	Weekly	
·	Perming,	Colouring	and	Styling	specialists	
·	Compe\\ve	rates	for	Senior	Ci\zens	
·	Special	Prices	for	children	
·	Registered	Hairdressers	–	of	course!	
·	Client	Parking	
·	Friendly	and	Helpful	Experts	
Do	you	have	a	problem	with	transport	or	mobility?	We	operate	an	

enDrely	free	of	charge	collecDon	service	each	Thursday	and	Friday.	We	
pick	you	up	and	take	you	home	again!	
Is	this	what	you	are	looking	for	from	your	hair	specialists?	Then	why	

not	give	us	a	call?	Or	leave	a	message	on	our	aRer	hours	voice	mail	
and	we’ll	get	back	to	you!	

Do give us a try – you won’t regret it! 
145	Easterly	Road,	Leeds	LS8	2RY.		
Tel:	0113	2402	556	
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